What’s on for Sunday, October 9, 2011?

Lectionary Texts:
Exodus 32:1‑14 & Psalm 106:1‑6, 19‑23 




Isaiah 25:1‑9 & Psalm 23 




Philippians 4:1‑9 




Matthew 22:1‑14 

Sermon Title: "Worthy of the Feast”
Background Note:
The sermon text for October 9 is Matthew 22:1-14.  The parable of the wedding feast, like the parables of the two sons and the vineyard owner whose servants and son were mistreated or killed, lays out the issue of worthiness for the kingdom.  While God’s grace is central to New Testament teaching, the expectation is still that people who claim to be God’s people live accordingly.  In today’s text the word “worthy” is used, not as an alternative to God’s grace, as though we earn our way to heaven, but that we honor God with our lives.

Sermon Text:







    Matthew 22:1-14
And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a marriage feast for his son, 3 and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the marriage feast; but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other servants, saying, `Tell those who are invited, Behold, I have made ready my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves are killed, and everything is ready; come to the marriage feast.' 5 But they made light of it and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 7 The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his servants, `The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore to the thoroughfares, and invite to the marriage feast as many as you find.' 10 And those servants went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 11 "But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment; 12 and he said to him, `Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?' And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, `Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.' 14 For many are called, but few are chosen."

To prepare for Sunday we list our Responsive Reading and New Testament Reading.  Note: these will not always correspond to Lectionary readings.
Responsive Reading







     Psalm 23

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 



HE MAKETH ME TO LIE DOWN 



IN GREEN PASTURES: 

he leadeth me beside the still waters. 


He restoreth my soul: 



HE LEADETH ME 



IN THE PATHS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 



FOR HIS NAME'S SAKE. 


Yea, though I walk through the valley 


of the shadow of death, 



I WILL FEAR NO EVIL: 



FOR THOU ART WITH ME; 



THY ROD AND THY STAFF 



THEY COMFORT ME. 

Thou preparest a table before me 


in the presence of mine enemies: 



THOU ANOINTEST MY HEAD WITH OIL; 



MY CUP RUNNETH OVER. 

UNISON  ---  SURELY GOODNESS AND MERCY 



SHALL FOLLOW ME 



ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE: 



AND I WILL DWELL 



IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD 



FOR EVER.
The New Testament Reading for Today:



   Philippians 4:1-9
Therefore, my brethren, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved. 2 I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. 3 And I ask you also, true yokefellow, help these women, for they have labored side by side with me in the gospel together with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life. 4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let all men know your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. 6 Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, do; and the God of peace will be with you.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.

Response: Thanks be to God.
