What’s on for Sunday, October 30, 2011?

Lectionary Texts:
Joshua 3:7‑17 & Psalm 107:1‑7, 33‑37 




Micah 3:5‑12 & Psalm 43 




1 Thessalonians 2:9‑13 




Matthew 23:1‑12

Sermon Title: "Follow the Leader”
Background Note:
The sermon text for October 2 is Matthew 23:1-12.  After Peter’s confession at Caesarea Philippi, Jesus had to remind the disciples not to lord it over one another, and added that whoever would be great among them must be servant of all.  Here he has been dealing with the arrogance of some of the leading people in Jerusalem.  Not only is Jesus displeased, but he takes the opportunity warn his followers not be like these Pharisees.  Of course, this is also the source of our modern expression “practice what you preach.  True leaders lead by example.

Sermon Text:







     Matthew 23:1-12

Then said Jesus to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 "The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat; 3 so practice and observe whatever they tell you, but not what they do; for they preach, but do not practice. 4 They bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with their finger. 5 They do all their deeds to be seen by men; for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long, 6 and they love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues, 7 and salutations in the market places, and being called rabbi by men. 8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all brethren. 9 And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven. 10 Neither be called masters, for you have one master, the Christ. 11 He who is greatest among you shall be your servant; 12 whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

To prepare for Sunday we list our Responsive Reading and New Testament Reading.  Note: these will not always correspond to Lectionary readings.
Responsive Reading






        Psalm 107:1-7

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 


for his steadfast love endures for ever! 



LET THE REDEEMED 



OF THE LORD SAY SO, 



WHOM HE HAS REDEEMED 



FROM TROUBLE 

and gathered in from the lands, 


from the east and from the west, 


from the north and from the south. 



SOME WANDERED IN DESERT WASTES,



FINDING NO WAY 



TO A CITY TO DWELL IN; 

hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them. 



THEN THEY CRIED TO THE LORD 



IN THEIR TROUBLE, 



AND HE DELIVERED THEM 



FROM THEIR DISTRESS; 

UNISON  ---  HE LED THEM BY A STRAIGHT WAY,



TILL THEY REACHED A CITY 



TO DWELL IN.
The New Testament Reading for Today:


   1 Thessalonians 2:9-13
For you remember our labor and toil, brethren; we worked night and day, that we might not burden any of you, while we preached to you the gospel of God. 10 You are witnesses, and God also, how holy and righteous and blameless was our behavior to you believers; 11 for you know how, like a father with his children, we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged you 12 to lead a life worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. 13 And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.

Response: Thanks be to God.
