 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1What’s on for Sunday, January 29, 2012?

Lectionary Texts:
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 




Psalm 111 




1 Corinthians 8:1-13 




Mark 1:21-28 

Sermon Title: "With Authority He Commands”
Background Note:
The Sermon Text for January 29, 2012 is Mark 1:21-28.  The power of God, manifest in the works of Jesus, amaze those who witnessed it, and yet, they did not fully recognize what sort of power it was.  Mark’s Gospel uses this element of amazement and surprise throughout chapter 1, before introducing the offense taken by some who witnessed the very same works.  This tension between amazement and offense will grow until the middle of the Gospel where Jesus will then ask his disciples: “Who do you say that I am?”

Sermon Text:
Mark 1:21-28

And they went into Capernaum; and immediately on the sabbath he entered the synagogue and taught. 22 And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. 23 And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; 24 and he cried out, "What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God." 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be silent, and come out of him!" 26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27 And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, "What is this? A new teaching! With authority he commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him." 28 And at once his fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.

To prepare for Sunday we list our Responsive Reading and New Testament Reading.  Note: these will not always correspond to Lectionary readings.
Responsive Reading
Psalm 111

Praise the LORD! I will give thanks 

to the LORD with my whole heart, 

in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 

GREAT ARE THE WORKS OF THE LORD, 

STUDIED BY ALL 



WHO DELIGHT IN THEM. 

Full of honor and majesty is his work, 

and his righteousness endures forever. 

HE HAS GAINED RENOWN



BY HIS WONDERFUL DEEDS; 

THE LORD IS GRACIOUS 



AND MERCIFUL. 

He provides food for those who fear him; 

he is ever mindful of his covenant. 

HE HAS SHOWN HIS PEOPLE



THE POWER OF HIS WORKS, 

IN GIVING THEM THE HERITAGE



OF THE NATIONS. 

The works of his hands are faithful and just; 

all his precepts are trustworthy.

THEY ARE ESTABLISHED



FOREVER AND EVER, 

TO BE PERFORMED 



WITH FAITHFULNESS



AND UPRIGHTNESS. 

He sent redemption to his people; 

he has commanded his covenant forever. 

HOLY AND AWESOME IS HIS NAME. 



THE FEAR OF THE LORD



IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM; 

UNISON  ---
ALL THOSE WHO PRACTICE



IT HAVE A GOOD UNDERSTANDING. 

HIS PRAISE ENDURES FOREVER.

The New Testament Reading for Today:
1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that "all of us possess knowledge." "Knowledge" puffs up, but love builds up. 2 If any one imagines that he knows something, he does not yet know as he ought to know. 3 But if one loves God, one is known by him. 4 Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that "an idol has no real existence," and that "there is no God but one." 5 For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth -- as indeed there are many "gods" and many "lords" -- 6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 7 However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through being hitherto accustomed to idols, eat food as really offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9 Only take care lest this liberty of yours somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if any one sees you, a man of knowledge, at table in an idol's temple, might he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11 And so by your knowledge this weak man is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. 12 Thus, sinning against your brethren and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food is a cause of my brother's falling, I will never eat meat, lest I cause my brother to fall.

READER: This is the word of the Lord.

RESPONSE: Thanks be to God.
