What’s on for Sunday, November 27, 2011?

First Sunday of Advent

Lectionary Texts:
Isaiah 64:1‑9




Psalm 80:1‑7, 17‑19




1 Corinthians 1:3‑9




Mark 13:24‑37

Sermon Title: "My Words Will Not Pass Away”
Background Note:
The sermon text for November 27 is Mark 13:24-37.  Advent celebrates the coming birth of Christ, but also the Second Coming of Christ in Glory.  We begin with a sermon text from Mark, because Advent Season also marks the beginning of the liturgical calendar for 2012, where the Gospel readings will emphasize Mark.  Also set in the final week before the crucifixion, the disciples have marveled at the stonework on the Temple, and after Jesus has announced that every stone would be torn down.  When they inquired, “When shall these things be?” (Mark 13:4), Jesus insists that even he does not know, but their job is to wait and watch, and be ready.

Sermon Text:







        Mark 13:24-37
"But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26 And then they will see the Son of man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27 And then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 28 "From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away before all these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 32 "But of that day or that hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Take heed, watch; for you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35 Watch therefore -- for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning -- 36 lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Watch."

To prepare for Sunday we list our Responsive Reading and New Testament Reading.  Note: these will not always correspond to Lectionary readings.
Responsive Reading






          Psalm 80:1-7

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 


thou who leadest Joseph like a flock! 



THOU WHO ART ENTHRONED 



UPON THE CHERUBIM, 



SHINE FORTH 



BEFORE EPHRAIM AND BENJAMIN 

AND MANASSEH! STIR UP THY MIGHT,



AND COME TO SAVE US! 

Restore us, O God; let thy face shine, 


that we may be saved! 



O LORD GOD OF HOSTS,



HOW LONG WILT THOU BE ANGRY



WITH THY PEOPLE'S PRAYERS? 

Thou hast fed them with the bread of tears, 


and given them tears to drink in full measure. 



THOU DOST MAKE US THE SCORN



OF OUR NEIGHBORS; 



AND OUR ENEMIES 



LAUGH AMONG THEMSELVES.

UNISON  —  RESTORE US, O GOD OF HOSTS; 



LET THY FACE SHINE, 



THAT WE MAY BE SAVED!
The New Testament Reading for Today:


          1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I give thanks to God always for you because of the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in him with all speech and all knowledge -- 6 even as the testimony to Christ was confirmed among you -- 7 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ; 8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.

Response: Thanks be to God.
